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Budget cuts cause changes in agency’s services 


The Mississippi Library Commission 
has received a budget cut of 
$42,881.41 in state funds according to 
director David Woodburn. The cut 
which took affect January 1, 1983, 
represents 1.5 percent of the agency’s 
state funds for Fiscal Year 1983. 


According to Woodburn, the cut does 
not affect the agency’s personnel, 
travel, equipment or grants. “How- 
ever, when it is combined with last 
year’s cuts, they begin to threaten 
major services which MLC provides to 
public libraries,” he said. The 1.5 per- 
cent cut directly affects contractual 
services, commodities and book ac- 
counts. 


Woodburn stated that the budget cuts 
are due to a short fall in state revenue. 
The state Commission on Budget and 
Accounting determined that every 


state agency would be cut by 1.5 per- 
cent. 


As a result of the budget cut, the next 
edition of the Mississippi Union Cata- 
log, a listing of materials owned by 
libraries throughout the state, will 
reflect holdings of nine months rather 
than twelve months. Woodburn said 
that the size of the edition would be 
reduced, but the quality would remain 
the same. 


Workshops sponsored by MLC will be 
reduced during the next six months, 
and the workshop planned on program 
budgeting may have to be canceled. In 
addition, the agency’s WATS/Refer- 
ence Service has been forced to im- 
plement a new schedule of telephoning 
relying on state WATS lines. 


The agency’s commodities or supply 


Redhat 


One of 245 dictionaries being given to public libraries in the state by International Paper Company is presented to MLC di- 
rector David Woodburn, left, by John Squires of IP. The dictionaries are part of IP’s “Power of the Printed Word” campaign. | 


budget was also affected by the budget 
cut. “Based on our current inventory 
of supplies, we believe that the agency 
can survive until the end of the fiscal 
year,’” Woodburn said. ‘However, 
Printing projects which involve large 
amounts of paper must be closely 
monitored,” he added. 


Book purchases will be extremely 
limited until at least July 1, Woodburn 
said. All remaining state funds in this 
category were cut. 


According to Woodburn, funds are not 
expected to be restored unless there is 
a drastic turnaround in the state’s 
economy. ‘The budget cut represents 
only 1.5 percent of the agency's bud- 
get,’ he said. ‘‘However, since the cut 
must be dealt with in only six months 
instead of a year, the impact of the cut 
is much greater.” 
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MLA Update 


The East Central regional meeting will 
be held at the East Central Junior Col- 
lege’s Fine Arts Building, February 17, 
1983, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Refresh- 
ments and lunch will be served; a small 
fee will be charged for registration and 
lunch, Contact Beverly Phillips, 
469-3255, for more information. 


The Northwest regional meeting will 
be held March 4, at Delta State’s In- 
struction Resources Center, Ewing 
Room 238, from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Contact Judy McNeece, 843-0535, for 
more information. 


The Southwest regional meeting will 
be held March 25, at the Lincoln- 
Lawrence-Franklin Regional Library in 
Brookhaven, from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
The library will be closed to the public 
during the meeting. Contact Henry 
Ledet, 833-3369, for further details. 


All of these regionals will be offering 
the ANRT computer workshop that 
should be of interest to all librarians. 
Missy Lee is in charge of that program. 


KKKHHKE 


If you have joined MLA and are won- 
dering where your membership card is 
for 1983, the office is preparing a bulk 
mailing that will probably go out early 
in February. If you have not joined, 
please do so. The dues structure is as 
follows: Personal membership with 
individual salary up to $4,999 - $10; 


Miss Betty Kemp 


Director 
David M. Woodburn 


Library Commission. 


“Packet 


NEWSLETTER OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
LIBRARY COMMISSION 
ISSN 0195-9646 


Board of Commissioners 


Mrs. Harry Malone, Chairman 
Mrs. Robert Hederman, Jr. 


The Packet solicits news and information of general interest from all readers. All 
items must be received by the 10th of the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. MLC reserves the right to select and publish that information which is 
generally of more interest to Packet readers. This publication is partially funded 
under the Library Services and Construction Act administered by the Mississippi 


$5,000 - $9,999 - $15; $10,000 - 
$14,999 - $20; $15,000 up - $25; 
trustees, friends, students and others - 
$10. 


Institutional memberships for total 
operating budget up to $24,999 - $10; 
$25,000 - $49,999 - $15; $50,000 - 
$74,999 - $25; over $75,000 - $35. 
Roundtables (ANRT, GODORT, 
JMR eLIRT, 2Y GRilsey ron iersos: 


Please make checks to MLA and mail 
to MLA, P.O. Box 470, Clinton, MS 
39056. To receive the Spring issue of 
Mississippi Libraries, join before 
March 1. You must be a member of 
MLA and ALA to take part in the 
ALA councilor election this Spring, so 
join right away! 


HHHKHHHK 


The office will have a general mailout 
for those regions, sections, roundtables 
and committees interested in con- 
tacting the MLA membership. If you 
are interested, please use 8% x 11 inch 
or half that size paper, as the items 
will be folded together. Have your 
items to the MLA office by Febru- 
ary 11, and the mailout will go out by 
February 18. 


HHHKKHHE 


The MLA Executive Board has sched- 
uled their meetings for the following 
dates: March 25, June 10, September 
9, November 8, December 9. It should 


Mr. Charles Sewell 
Mrs. Gordon White 


Editor 
Tricia Hollis 


be pointed out that November 8 is — 
election day; but since this is for our 
convention, it is not possible to change 
it. Please look into absentee ballots if 
you will be at the November meeting. 


HHEHHKKX 


The MLA Executive Board has ap- 
pointed the Election and Nominations 
committees for the coming year. They 
are: Kathy Wylie, chair, Delta State 
University; Jim Anderson, First Re- 
gional Library; Missy Lee, R & D Cen- 
ter Library; Patricia Matthes, Missis- 
sippi University for Women; and Suzy 
Turner, Mississippi State University. 
Nominations Committee members in- 
clude: Savan Tynes, ETV; Billy Beal, 
Meridian Junior College; Carroll Cagle, 
Greenwood Public Schools; Russell 
Fulmer, Jackson Metropolitan Library; 
and Bette Rice, Mississippi State 
University. 


Eleanor Drake has agreed to chair the 
Handbook Committee for 1983. Jim 
Anderson has joined the Legislative 
Committee and Jim Progar the Intel- 
lectual Freedom Committee. 


HHKKXE 


The MLA office offers copies of the 
Intellectual Freedom Handbook (post- 
age: 88 cents), MLA Membership 
Directory ($1.50 with postage; $1 if 
picked up), and the ALA Financial 
Assistance for Library Education 
(free). 


HHRHHKKE 


Please be aware that there are several 
obscenity/censorship bills before the 
Mississippi Legislature that need to be 
read and studied. You are urged to 
contact your legislators with com- 
ments and recommendations. | For 
more information, contact Jim Parks 
(354-5201), Intellectual Freedom 
Committee, and Jack Mulkey (944- 
1120) or George Lewis (325-3060), 
Legislative Committee. 


HHHHHE 


The Hinds County Public Schools has 
the following bound periodicals for 
giveaway (phones: 857-5222, 355- 
Barbara Carroon): Good House- 
keeping, 1964-72; /AVE, 1970-71; 
Ladies Home _ Journal, 1964-68; 
National Geographic, 1962-71; News- 
week, 1962-70; Reader’s Digest, 1963- 
72; and U.S. News, 1962-70. 
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Plans finalized for National Library Week activities 


Balloons, speakers, ideas, legislators 
and more all add up to a day of excite- 
ment and learning at the National Li- 
brary Week workshop for local chair- 
men scheduled for Tuesday, February 
22, 1983. The day’s activities, which 
include regional luncheons honoring 
the Mississippi Legislature, are set for 
the Holiday Inn Downtown in 
Jackson. 


NLW state chairman Ted Alexander, 
superintendent of the McComb Munic- 
ipal Separate Schools, will highlight 
the morning session of the workshop 
with a talk entitled ‘“Lobby Today - 
Library Tomorrow.” Also included in 
the morning session will be a legislative 
update by Jack Mulkey, Mississippi Li- 
brary Association Legislative Com- 
mittee co-chairman. Awards for NLW 
1982 will also be presented at this 
time. 


Regional lunches honoring the Missis- 
sippi Legislature are scheduled from 
11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. A special 
model library, set up by MLC’s Infor- 
mation Services, will be available to 
those attending the ten regional 
luncheons. 


Polaroid to offer 


Polaroid Corporation Customer Ser- 
vice plans to donate over 20,000 Sun 
cameras to public libraries throughout 
the United States during 1983. The 
cameras will be added to libraries’ 
circulating collections and be loaned 
free of charge. The number of cam- 
eras to be donated will be based on the 
circulation statistics of the library. 
The cameras will be provided in car- 
rying cases along with a promotional 
package on the program that includes 
counter cards, bookmarks, extra in- 
structional books and a press kit. 
Polaroid will also supply two packs of 
film for library staff to try out the 
cameras. 


In return for participation of this pro- 
gram (called “Check This Out”), 
Polaroid will ask that libraries supply 
circulation figures on the cameras for 
three months of the year and that for 
four weeks a survey form (returned 
directly to Polaroid) be placed in the 
carrying case for optional completion 
by the patron. 


This program has been run successfully 
on a pilot basis with 15 libraries in 
Massachusetts since September 1982. 


IT’S YOURS IN 


MIS§SyPPi 


LIBRARIES 


Three concurrent workshops will be 
featured during the afternoon session. 
“How to Politic the Persons Who Make 
the Budget Decisions,’’ planned for 
library directors, will feature Mayor 
Dale Danks of Jackson, with reaction 
by Dr. W. O. Benjamin, president of 
Itawamba Junior College, and Ted 
Alexander. 


“Smile Even Though You Have a 
Headache” will be led by Tricia Hollis 


and Becky Pearce of MLC and will 
center on year-round public relations 
skills. Information on plans for li- 
braries regarding the World's Fair will 
also be included in this workshop for 
library staff. 


NLW chairmen are the target audience 
for “What is NLW and What Did | Get 
Into?” NLW Handbook Committee 
chairman Pam Gee will give an expla- 
nation of the handbook, followed by a 
discussion of NLW by Madel Morgan, 
Department of Archives and History. 
Also included is an idea panel featur- 
ing Pamela Lambert, Hattiesburg Pub- 
lic Library System; Leith Perez- 
Valasco, Lee County Library; Cecil 
Fullington, Hazlehurst Elementary 
School; and Bernice Bell, Jackson 
State University. 


Promotional items featuring the new 
national library logo and the state’s 
promotional slogan, “It’s Yours in Mis- 
sissippi Libraries,’ will be available 
that day. Libraries will be able to pick 
up their orders, and additional mate- 
rials will be on sale for those who did 
not have the opportunity to place an 
order in advance. For more informa- 
tion, contact Tricia Hollis at MLC. 


Sun Cameras to public libraries 


Librarians there have commented 
favorably on the lack of commercial 
overtones and the good materials and 
support provided by Polaroid. 


Cameras available through the project 
include Sun 640’s and 660’s which fea- 
ture built-in flash, one-button opera- 
tion and high speed, instant color film. 


Further information will be available 
in the February American Libraries or 


from Victoria Carr (Program Manager, 
Check This Out), Customer Service, 
Polaroid Corporation, 784 Memorial 
Drive, Cambridge, MA 02139. 


According to the American Library 
Association Public Information Office, 
information about the Polaroid project 
will be sent to each state library agen- 
cy. MLC will publish additional infor- 
mation in forthcoming issues of The 
Packet. 


MLC seeks salary increases for librarians 


The Mississippi Library Commission’s 
budget request to the Mississippi Legis- 
lature has been updated to reflect re- 
cent action by the Legislature in set- 
ting a new, higher minimum pay scale 
for teachers. According to MLC assis- 
tant director for administration Jim 
Progar, the agency is seeking an addi- 
tional $107,366 from the legislature to 
match the increase which teachers 
received. 


Progar stated that in the recent special 
session of the legislature, the starting 
salary for a teacher with a bachelor’s 
degree was set at $11,475. MLC is 


requesting comparable starting salaries 
for librarians and teachers, beginning 
at the new level of $11,475 for a 
bachelor’s degree, $12,275 for a 
master’s degree and $13,075 for an 
American Library Association-accred- 
ited master’s degree. The current 
starting salary for a librarian with a 
bachelor’s degree is $7,140, $4,335 
below the teacher’s salary. 


According to Progar, the agency’s 
budget request is submitted to the 
House of Representatives for action. 
House action then goes to the Senate 
for concurrence. 
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Faster than lightn 


The First Regional Library in Her- 
nando has a new staff member. The 
staff member is not a librarian, not an 
accountant and not a clerk. In fact, 
the new staff member doesn’t even 
have a name! 


What kind of addition can this be to a 
library staff? First Regional director 
Jim Anderson lovingly calls this new 
staff member “‘our computer.” Not 
very original in name, but over the last 
year, ‘‘our computer” has become a 
very valuable staff member. 


“Our computer” is actually a Radio 
Shack TRS80 microcomputer, Model 
two with 64K memory. The system, 
which was purchased sixteen months 
ago, includes the Radio Shack Daisy 
Wheel printer. According to Ander- 
son, the system was intended to auto- 
mate some office procedures, but they 
had “‘no traditional library application 
in mind.” 


But automate office procedures, the 
microcomputer has definitely done. 
Office manager Frances White is able 
to prepare and print checks for the 
payroll, control accounts payable, 
maintain mailing lists and has estab- 
lished a filing system through the 
computer. 


Anderson said that the microcomputer 
is currently being used to set up an 
equipment inventory, and plans for 
other types of filing are in the works. 
Plans include setting up a community 
organization file and a speaker’s bu- 
reau file. 


* 


Frances White, business manager of the First Regional Library System, saves a great 


ing, Our computer’ shows its stuff 


deal of time performing business functions with the library’s microcomputer. 


The microcomputer and printer, which 
had a purchase cost of $5,400, are 
also used by the library system in 
preparation of their staff newsletter. 
The system purchased approximately 
$1,000 worth of programs including 
the word processing program used for 
the newsletter. 


One of the newest programs purchased 
by the library is called VisiCalc, a 
calculating tool which enables the li- 
brary to do projections and keep run- 
ring totals on accounts. According to 
Anderson, this program was very use- 
ful in preparation of the budget. 


= 


| 
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“Our Computer” enables library director Jim Anderson to compose, correct and 


print out the First Regional Library System’s regular staff newsletter. 


“Through the VisiCalc, we were able 
to put the budget in and then test an 
idea such as the effect of adding a 
new employee in an area,” he said. 
“‘The tool was a big time saver as we 
had several revisions in the budget.’ 


Anderson said that the microcomputer 
enabled him to project a 5 percent 
raise for all employees with a break- 
down of benefits. A breakdown by 
counties was also available. 


Anderson said that they have no plans 
at the present time to use the micro- 
computer in cataloging, circulation 
control or for patrons. “We're still 
finding ways the computer can help in 
office procedures,” he said. 


The microcomputer has been a big 
saver of time and money. Anderson 
said that the system cost less than a 
full-time employee but has done as 
much work as an employee would. 
“Before we had the computer, our 
business manager would spend three 
days preparing the payroll,” he ex- 
plained. ‘‘The computer has the pay- 
roll done in half a day.” 


In addition, W-2 forms which used to 
take two employees one and a half 
weeks are now prepared in one hour 
using the microcomputer. 


“Our computer’ is definitely appre- 
ciated for its hard work, its ability to 
save time and money and its respect 
for the administration. But you’d 
think they’d give the poor thing a 
name, wouldn’t you? 


Cauntyo oe 


Name 


Address 


Library represented 


Iam OO Librarian 0 Trustee O Local NLW Chairman DO Friend 
0) Other 


CII wish to reserve a parking space. Number riding in car 
Checks for $2 should be made out to Mississippi Library Association and sent by 


FEBRUARY 11 to Sandy Skelton, National Library Week, P.O. Box 3260, 
Jackson, MS 39207. 
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Dr. Ted Alexander, chairman Annetta Clark, executive director 


McComb Municipal Separate Schools Jackson Metropolitan Library System 

McComb Jackson 

Margaret W. Alexander, associate chairman Ken Chapman, associate director 

Jackson Copiah-Lincoln Junior College 
Wesson 


Mississippi’s NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 1983 
Sponsored by the MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


THE NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK STEERING COMMITTEE 
and the 
MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
invite you to attend the 
1983 National Library Week Workshop for Local Chairmen 
Tuesday, February 22, 1983 


Downtown Holiday Inn, Jackson 


Registration and Coffee — 9:30 a.m. General Session — 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
2nd Floor Lobby Delta III Room 


Luncheon — 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. (by region) 
Concurrent Workshops — 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
How to Politic the Persons Who Make the Budget Decisions 


Smile, Even Though You Have a Headache 
What is NLW, and What Did I Get Into? 


All NLW chairmen, librarians, trustees, Friends of the Library and library supporters are encouraged to 
attend. 


Please send your reservation card and $2 registration fee (checks made payable to MLA) to Sandy Skelton, 
National Library Week, P.O. Box 3260, Jackson, MS 39207. 


An early reply will be appreciated. A card is enclosed for your registration. Please duplicate for each 
reservation. The deadline date for reservations is February 11, 1983. 


(Please see other side for important information.) 


Post Office Box 3260/Jackson, Mississippi 39207 


Downtown Holiday Inn has provided a total of 100 free parking spaces for workshop participants. These will be allotted ona 
first-come, first-served basis. You will receive your parking pass when you register. If you wish a parking space, check the 
appropriate space on your registration card. Those receiving a pass will be notified by mail. Carpooling is requested. Over- 
night guests of the Downtown Holiday Inn will automatically receive free parking. 


Downtown Holiday Inn has made special room arrangements for overnight guests: Single room - $40; Double room - $47. 
Your are responsible for making your own room reservation to guarantee these special rates. Be sure to mention you are with 
the Mississippi Library Association’s National Library Week meeting. The phone number is 969-5100. 


Luncheons will be held on a regional basis. The contact person covering your county is coordinating luncheon plans for those 
in your area. Upon receipt of your reservation card, your name and address will be mailed to your contact person in order 
for you to be notified of the specific luncheon plans for your area. Please get in touch with your contact person to get in on 
the planning! 


NLW LUNCHEON CONTACT PERSONS 


Mr. Jim Anderson Counties: | DeSoto, Lafayette, Panola Phone: 368-4439 
First Regional Library Quitman, Tate, Tunica 

59 Commerce Street, N.W. 

Hernando, MS 38632 


Mrs. Betty Conaway Counties: | Alcorn, Benton, Calhoun, Chickasaw Phone: 287-7311 
Northeast Regional Library Itawamba, Lee, Marshall, Pontotoc 

1023 Fillmore Street Prentiss, Tippah, Tishomingo, Union 

Corinth, MS 38834 

Mrs. Anice Powell Counties: Bolivar, Coahoma, Humphreys Phone: 887-2153 
Sunflower County Library Issaquena, Sharkey, Sunflower 

201 Cypress Drive Washington, Yazoo 

Indianola, MS 38751 

Mr. Jess Nettles Counties: | Choctaw, Clay, Lowndes, Monroe Phone: 323-2766 
Oktibbeha County Library System Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Webster 


P.O. Drawer 729 
Starkville, MS 39759-0729 


Mr. Rick Greene Counties: Attala, Carroll, Grenada, Holmes Phone: 289-5141 
Mid-Mississippi Regional Library System Leake, Leflore, Madison, Montgomery 

201 South Huntington Street Neshoba, Tallahatchie, Winston 

Kosciusko, MS 39090 Yalobusha 

Mrs. Margaret Harrison Counties: Clarke, Jasper, Jones, Kemper Phone: 693-6771 
Meridian Public Library Lauderdale, Newton, Wayne 


2517 7th Street 
Meridian, MS 39301 


Mr. Roy Wilkerson Counties: | Hinds, Rankin, Scott, Simpson Phone: 944-1120 
Jackson Metropolitan Library System Smith, Warren 

301 North State Street 

Jackson, MS 39201 


Mrs. Sara Swinney Counties: | Covington, Forrest, Greene Phone: 736-1812 
South Mississippi Regional Library Jefferson Davis, Lamar, Marion 

900 Broad Street Perry, Stone 

Columbia, MS 39429 

Mrs. Jane Bryan Counties: | George, Hancock, Harrison Phone: 762-3406 
Jackson-George Regional Library System Jackson, Pearl River 

3214 Pascagoula Street 

Pascagoula, MS 39567 

Mrs. Toni James Counties: | Adams, Amite, Claiborne, Copiah Phone: 684-7034 
Pike-Amite-Walthall Library System Franklin, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lincoln 

114 State Street Pike, Walthall, Wilkinson 


McComb, MS 39648 


ANRT WORKSHOP 
MICROCOMPUTERS AND THE LIBRARY 


An intensive one-day 
workshop focusing equally 
on hardware and procurement 


Robert Walton 
Automation Consultant, LDC Division 
Texas State Library 


Friday 
March 11, 1983 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Mississippi R & D Center 
7th Floor Conference Room 


Advance Registration Limited to 100 Persons 


Registration Fee 
$20.00 ANRT Members 
23.00 Joining ANRT, must be MLA Member 
25.00 Non-ANRT Member 


Butcher Shop Box Lunch 
$4.00 
No Refunds After February 25, 1983 


REGISTRATION FORM 


ue eee wre tee a oe INSTITUTION 
ADDRESS 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 


MLA, ANRT ANRT Member........... 11 $20.00 
Mail Registration Form Joining ANRT & Workshop 
and Check to: Registration ........... [23:00 
Annetta Clark Non-ANRT Member....... O 25.00 
GSI EMS SUES)! BoxsGun chime adc: . 00 O 4.00 
JMLS 
301 North State Street Total 


Jackson, MS 39201 
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FY 1982 Annual Report tells of growth for MLC 


“Shhi!’ Some library patrons expect 
to hear that sound from a little old 
lady librarian as she ushers them 
-through the door. But according to 
the 1982 Mississippi Library Commis- 
sion annual report, patrons find li- 
braries today are keeping step with the 
rest of the technological world, serving 
library users in new and exciting ways. 


During fiscal year 1982, MLC focused 
on new directions, according to 
David M. Woodburn, director. The 
main objective of the agency was to 
meet the information needs of the 
state through the use of expanded 
technological developments, as stated 
in the recently published report. 


“Studying the needs of libraries for 
automation, taking leadership in the 
development of statewide tools to 
better meet information needs, 
stretching personnel to serve in greater 
and more efficient ways and becoming 
increasingly more accountable for pub- 
lic funds expended all add up to an 
agency concerned with the informa- 
tion needs of a growing and expanding 
state,’’ the publication reports. 


Although uncertainties in funding on 
both the state and _ federal levels 
plagued agency officials, great strides 
were made in library service by MLC 
staff members through special pro- 
jects, workshops and development and 
expansion of services and facilities. 


MLC’s commitment to approach the 
future boldly was evidenced through 
numerous achievements. Among them 
was the development of the second 
edition of the Mississippi Union Cata- 
log, with steps being taken to include 
additional libraries’ holdings in future 
editions. Administration focused fur- 
ther attention on public library auto- 
mation needs, the report continues. A 
study conducted by an information 
Management consulting firm will be 


Recording material by Mississippi authors for patrons is one of the many unique 


features of Service for the Handicapped. 


used as a basis for future planning by 
agency officials. 


During FY 1982 MLC continued to 
meet the needs of the blind and 
physically handicapped through the 
Service for the Handicapped, with 
volunteers playing key roles. Through 
fund-raising projects, Friends of 
Handicapped Readers collected over 
$3,000 for the purchase of a high- 
speed cassette duplicator, synchro- 
nized open-reel recorder and a cassette 
recorder. 


Service for the Handicapped was also 
the recipient of several honors during 
FY 1982. In February the division 
was awarded one of 42 cassette copies 
of World Book Encyclopedia, given by 


the LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter of the 
American Business Women’s Associa- 
tion in Jackson. In addition, Governor 
William Winter bestowed five awards 
upon volunteers of the organization at 
a statewide recognition ceremony in 
May. The awards were presented 
through the Governor’s Office of Vol- 
untary Citizen Participation. 


In summarizing FY 1982, Woodburn 
commented that meeting the infor- 
mation needs of the state was the 
agency’s primary goal. ‘‘That’s why 
we feel that fulfilling today’s needs 
and preparing for tomorrow’s are 
everyday challenges for us - challenges 
I’m confident will be met with positive 
results.”” 


The average cost of the 5,336 books purchased by MLC in FY 1982 was $18. If in its useful lifetime each book circulated 
only as few as five times, the purchase cost would have been $90 per title if each library or user were required to purchase, 
instead of borrow, the book. The total cost for 5,336 books would be $480,240. 
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The School of Library Service at the 
University of Southern Mississippi is 
pleased to announce that author 
Katherine Paterson has been selected 
as the 1983 recipient of the Univer- 
sity’s Silver Medallion. 


The University of Southern Missis- 
sippi’s Silver Medallion is awarded this 
year to recognize Paterson's distin- 
guished contributions to Children’s 
Literature. Presentation of the Silver 
Medallion will be made during the 
Annual Children’s Book Festival to be 
held March 10-11, 1983, at the Uni- 
versity of Southern Mississippi, Hat- 
tiesburg, Mississippi. 


Other speakers featured at this year’s 
Book Festival will be Tomie de Paola, 
Brian Alderson, Berthe Amoss and 
Bette Greene. 


Further information on the Book Fes- 
tival may be obtained by contacting 
Professor Jeannine Laughlin, School 
of Library Service, USM, Southern 
Station, Box 5146, Hattiesburg, MS 
39406-5146, (601) 266-4231. 


HHHKKHK 


Want to hold a fund-raising campaign 
Or create public awareness of your 
services? Promotional items make it 
easy. For information on the availa- 
bility and price of items, contact Lee 
Davis, J & L Sales, 1511 Hardy Street, 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401, or call 
(601) 544-5116. 


HKREK HH 


February 28 is the deadline for ad- 
vance registration for Serving People: 


Newbery and Caldecott awards announced 


The Newbery and Caldecott Awards 
Committees of the American Library 
Association have announced award 
recipients for books published during 
1982. Winners were named during the 
ALA Midwinter Conference. 


The Newbery Medal was given to 
Cynthia Voight for Dicey’s Song. 
Honor books included Paul Fleisch- 
man’s Graven Images; Jean Fritz’s 
Homesick: My Own Story; Virginia 


P.O. Box 3260 
Jackson, MS 39207 


Mississippi Library Commission 


University Li 
1408 W. 
Library Sei. 
Urbana, 


Hamilton’s Sweet Whispers, Brother 
Rush; Robin McKinley’s B/ue Sword; 
and William Steig’s Dr. DeSoto. 


Recipient of the Caldecott Medal was 
Marcia Brown for Shadow. Honor 
awards were given to Cynthia Rylant, 
When | Was Young In the Mountains, 
and Vera B. Williams, Chair for My 
Mother. Maurice Sendak was named 
winner of the Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Award. 
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The Public Library Today and Tomor- 
row, the Public Library Association’s 
first national conference, scheduled 
March 23-26 in Baltimore, Maryland. — 
For registration information check the 
Winter issue of Public Libraries, or call 
Shirley Mills-Fischer, PLA Executive 
Director, (312) 944-6780. 


HRKHEE 


Mississippi’s Department of Economic 
Development’s Division of Tourism 
has published a new tourism guide, 
“All the Things You are Missing are 
Yours in Mississippi.” Please call 
1-800-962-2346 for a free copy for 
your library. The book is divided into 
five sections with a calendar of events, 
various attractions, golf and tennis 
facilities, national forests, state parks, 
reservoirs, lakes, rivers, creeks, private 
campgrounds, bicycling, canoe rentals, 
jogging routes, and many more fea- 
tures, making it a useful reference 
source for everyday use. 


KRKEKKE 


The Madison: County-Canton Public 
Library was recently awarded a 
$5,000 grant from the Lois Lenski 
Covey Foundation for the purchase of 
children’s books. The Foundation 
makes funds available for the purchase 
of books for children who do not have 
access to good books. 
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